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The Graduation Ceremony 2011
At a splendid ceremony on May 7, the graduates of the School of Economics and Business Administration
received their Master’s Degrees. The ceremony was held at Lazaristes Monastery in Thessaloniki, in the
presence of distinguished guests from academia and the business and diplomatic arenas.
The ceremony included the conferment of Honorary Doctorates on two prominent Academics of the Greek
Diaspora; Professor Eleni Glykatzi-Ahrweiler (Sorbonne University, University of Europe) in recognition of
her contribution to Byzantine History and to Education, and Professor Joseph Sifakis (Verimag, University
of Grenoble) in recognition of his contribution to the field of Computer Science and System Verification.
Click here for videos and photos.

Chairman’s message

Word from the Chairman
I would like to welcome you to the first issue of the International
Hellenic University’s Newsletter which covers the period from January till now.
This new attempt by the marketing team of our University hopes to
be a point of contact with current and alumni students, academics,
and the businesses and organisations with which we are in cooperation, keeping all up to date with what is happening at the University.
I am confident that you will enjoy reading it!
Prof. Costas Th. Grammenos, CBE, DSc Cst
Chairman of the Governing Board
International Hellenic University
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your Career Partner

18/05>

Career Day

18 May, a day dedicated to our students’ future
The International Hellenic University organised an important student – companies meeting on 18
May 2011. “Career Day 2011” was
a top career event, where students
and alumni had the chance to meet
company executives in person and
discuss their future career.
Twenty-five of the largest companies operating in Greece participated at the event as well as indu-

strial and commercial bi-national
associations. The IHU’s Career Day
2011 proved to be a great opportunity for students to meet executives
from the job market, to experience
an interview process, to seek opportunities or simply to get some
advice for their first steps in the
market. The Career Day consistently
proves itself to be a valuable networking experience.

The event was, on everybody’s testimony, a great success. The companies’ representatives were impressed by the students’ quality
and commitment and expressed
their satisfaction with the event
overall.
Some IHU students have already
been called for job interviews!
Company list & pictures here!

18/05>

Business Gateway
The IHU Business Gateway brings
together Expertise, Business Organisations and Students & Alumni.
The International Hellenic University
Business Gateway aims to bridge the
gap between academia and industry. The I.H.U. is devoted to the dissemination of innovative scientific
knowledge to local, national and international business organisations.

The Business Gateway enables employers to collaborate and network
with our staff, students and alumni;
they can locate and reach the right
candidates for their vacancies or
post queries for collaboration.
Through an open database of student and alumni profiles, theses,
dissertations, research products and
services, employers are able to lo-

cate scientific expertise according to
their needs.
In addition, students can find vacancies and internships, create a
networking community and build
the foundations for a successful career with strong collaborations and
friendships.

Career Events

Preparing students for an active career
The Career Office has been very
busy during the last few months,
organizing high level seminars and
presentations led by professionals
and trainers.
The purpose of the seminar series
was to empower students’ profes-

sional skills. Nine career events
have already been offered to our
students and alumni (presentations,
round tables and workshops).

chief players when guest speakers from various fields share their
knowledge and experience with
students.

By attending such workshops, students gain familiarity with the job
market and can meet some of its

Visit the link for more information.

your Career Partner

15/02>

Round Table Discussion with an HR Professional
An interactive seminar in which the students set questions concerning their career to a Human Resource Professional - and got the right answers.

Guest Speaker:
Ms Georgia Routsou,
HR Manager at THE MET Hotel

09,23,29/03>

23/02>

Get Selected in the International Job Market-Skills
& Insight in the Global Market
An interesting presentation to help students to learn
about the skills needed in the International Job Market
and how they can distinguish themselves from other
candidates in the global job market.

Guest Speaker:
Ms Terry Krause,
Professional Recruiter, Kentucky, USA

21/03>

Interactive Career Workshop
RANDSTAD HELLAS, SA

Open Discussion: “Entrepreneurship beyond
Borders”

Three interactive career workshops conducted by an HR
Specialist that aimed to present to students the techniques and skills to plan their job search properly.

An entrepreneur discussed stimulating and innovative
ideas and how these can be transformed into viable
strategies or even thriving enterprises. This event aimed
to help students deepen their understanding of how to
turn a basic business idea into a strong startup.

Guest Speaker:
Ms Kyriaki Riga,
Outplacement & HR Specialist,
Randstad , HR Services

04/05>

Guest Speaker:
Mr Vassilis Thomaidis,
President and CEO of COMPUCON S.A,
Former President of the Exporters Association of
Northern Greece.
28/05>

Open Discussion on Academic Research &
Excavations

Current trends in energy industry and climate
change challenges

An archaeologist highlighted the difficulties related to
the field of archaeology and academic research and
presented the current situation and potential career
paths.

An event at which students met a professional from the
energy sector and found out more about the multifaceted field of energy and the environment. Attendees
were also encouraged to share ideas about prospective
career goals and occupational paths in the world of the
energy and the environmental sectors.

Guest Speaker:
Dr Chrysanthi Kallini,
Archaelogist

Guest Speaker:
Dr Spyros Kiartzis
Deputy Director – Alternative Energy Sources,
Hellenic Petroleum
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University Events

28/01 >

Executive MBA 2011, Induction day - 43% foreign students
The Executive MBA programme commenced for the fourth year, last January.
The participants in the Executive MBA are
mostly managers from Greece, Bulgaria,
Albania, Romania and FYROM, with the
percentage of the foreign students exceeding 43%.

The IHU is proud to offer the highest
teaching quality to be found in Southeastern Europe on an MBA. The international academic team is comprised of
top-class professors from top European
Business Schools and Greek Universities.
More info about the EMBA here.

17/03 >

The National Bank’s Deputy CEO spoke at the IHU
Mr Alexandros Tourkolias gave a talk at
the IHU in March, giving his valuable
views and opinions on the most important issues of the current state of economic affairs in Greece.
His speech “Improving competitiveness
and broadening the production base, the
only answer to the crisis” attracted a significant number of businesspeople from
the Thessaloniki area and was discussed

widely in the media during the following
days.
“The Greek economy needs to make a
“fundamental reboot” in 2011, as it will
likely be the most critical year in postwar
history”.
Read more here.

04/04 >

Cooperation between the University and Companies
On Monday, 4 April 2011, the IHU and the
German Hellenic Commercial and Industrial Chamber of Commerce co-organised
a working meeting entitled “Cooperation
between the University and Companies, a
Prerequisite for Development”.

The event was attended by the Mayor of
Thessaloniki, Mr Ioannis Boutaris, who
made opening remarks.
You can find more information here.

University Events

16/05 >

Ecological Transportation in Thessaloniki
In an effort to contribute to the awareness of the need for the adoption of alternative forms of transportation in the
urban environment, the International
Hellenic University organized a workshop on ‘Ecological Transportation in
Thessaloniki’ in collaboration with the
Ecocity organisation.
The workshop, which was held under
the auspices of the Municipality of Thessaloniki, took place on Monday, 16 May

2011, and gave participants the opportunity to follow presentations by leaders in the field, respresentatives of state
agencies, local government officials,
academics and civil society representatives, who discussed the rational use of
energy and environmental protection in
the context of traffic and transportation
in the urban environment.
Read more here.

19/05 >

Honorary doctorate awarded to Stamatis Krimigis
At a ceremony that took place on Thursday, 19 May 2011, the International Hellenic University conferred an Honorary
Doctorate on Professor Stamatios Krimigis (National Council of Research and
Technology, Greece, and the Space Department, Applied Physics Laboratory,
Johns Hopkins University) for his contribution to the Science of Space.
Professor Krimigis spoke on “Research,
Innovation and Entrepreneurship: Can
Greece Compete?” He argued that the
decrease in the money spent for research in Greece has produced very
negative effects on the development of
the country and that the effort for the

forthcoming years should be an increase
in funding to 1.5% of GDP.
He also stressed that a direct link between excellence and entrepreneurship
is necessary, something that is not happening today because of the major defects of higher education in Greece.
Concluding his thoughts on the future
of higher education in Greece, Professor
Krimigis stressed that autonomy and accountability of institutions must prevail
together with a meritocratic system of
evaluation and control.
You can find more here.

06/06 >

Professor Spyros Bazinas’ talk at IHU
Professor Spiros Bazinas, of the United
Nations Commission on International
Trade Law, gave a talk at the International Hellenic University on Monday,
6 June 2011, on “The institutional and
regulatory framework of international
trade transactions: the example of UN-

CITRAL”. Members of the audience, including a foreign diplomat, commented
that the talk provided them with a useful
insight into the workings of trade regulation.
More information here.
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Time for Research

Smart IHU
Smarty!
The “Smart IHU Project” is a research project in the field of Information Communication Technologies (ICT) for sustainable growth, energy
efficiency and a better quality of life. It commenced on February 2010
and is expected to run for 2 years
The aim of the ‘Smart IHU’ is to transform one of the International Hellenic University buildings into a smart building following the prototype
of the Smart Building-Smart Grid that has emerged as a European initiative for 20% energy efficiency by 2020 goal (20-20-20).
The main research areas of the project concern the integration of heterogeneous wireless sensor networks via semantic web services middleware, the management of energy information in real time, the development of protocols for reliable and energy efficient indoor wireless
sensor networks, the development of software platforms for automated management based on AI planning , the development of web and
desktop applications for human interaction with the critical building
parameters and visualization and finally the creation of advanced applications for energy efficiency within the building. The project is interdisciplinary in nature drawing from both the ICT and Energy scientific
fields of the School of Science and Technology.
The outcomes of the Smart IHU project are expected to support MSc
theses and scientific publications in the domain of wireless sensor networks, decision support systems, web services, energy efficiency, and
renewable energy sources.
Up to now, a web services middleware has been developed that integrates sensors based on Zigbee, RF 434MHz and WiFi technologies.
The middleware supports the operation of a desktop GUI platform that
allows the user to visualize environmental measurements in the various
rooms of the university, the overall energy consumption of the building, the energy consumption of the individual appliances of the building, the energy efficiency of the IHU Datacenter and finally allows actuation based on on/off schemes. All these actions can be performed
in real time! In the near future, Zwave-based technology sensors will
also be integrated and policies for energy efficiency will be developed.
For more information please visit here and the School of Science and
Technology website.

Time for Research

Virtual Labs Project
The Virtual Labs project developed software-based laboratories in the
areas of Knowledge Management (in the Web), Decision Support Systems, Multimedia, Medical Imaging & Remote Sensing and Wireless
Communications & Sensor Networks. The virtual labs commenced in
February 2010 and were completed in November 2010.
They were comprised of open software platforms that can be used
by anyone (free to download) and support real time experiments and
educational material in the above-mentioned scientific areas. The virtual labs implemented a number of experiments using a graphical user
interface on several key topics for the masters programmes of the
School of Science and Technology. The software provided an interactive opportunity for students or interested individuals to experiment
and deepen their knowledge and understanding on the most current
ICT fields.
Virtual Labs are free to download here.

Technology Workshops
Parallel activities...workshops and seminars
The IHU is not only about classes, projects and exams. The schools
organize seminars and workshops on specific subjects to open up their
students’ horizons. The latter often get the chance to listen to a wellknown personality in fields as diverse as green technologies, entrepreneurship, wireless telecommunications and also to take part in the
discussions that follow the presentations.
Learn more here: Green ICT; e-commerce; Building a reputation;
Modern Information Systems

Research seminar series
The School of Economics and Business Administration of the International Hellenic University introduced their Research Seminar Series.
Three seminars have already been held.
The purpose of the Research Seminar Series is to bring together the
academic and business community with presentations on contemporary research topics in Finance, Business, Accounting and Economics,
among others.
Through these seminars, as an international centre of knowledge, innovation and research, at the crossroads of Southern Europe, the IHU
aims to strengthen its strategic role in academic excellence. Drawing
on the experience of outstanding Greek and international academics,
working papers are presented on a regular basis, establishing a meeting point for active researchers simultaneously accessible to the business community.
More infomation here: Research Seminar 1; Research Seminar 2;
Research Seminar 3
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Student Life

Field trips

Students in the field!
Field trips are a big part of the
learning experience in the International Hellenic University. They
enrich knowledge, enhance understanding and are interesting and
fun.
This year the School of Humanities organised numerous visits to
places of interest: the world famous

archaeological site of Vergina, the
exhibition of the Russian AvantGarde, the exhibition of works of
Leonardo Da Vinci, the Cast Museum in Aristotle University. Students
also had the chance to participate
in activities which allowed freedom
to their creativity, such as the visit to a pottery workshop at which
they witnessed how a traditional

clay pottery kiln can be made and
they created their own works of…
handicraft.
The academic year ended with a
four-day trip to Athens, during
which many visits took place (to the
New Acropolis Museum, embassies,
foreign affairs organisations, etc.)

IHU Photo contest!

Artistic expression in a click!
The growing interest of both IHU
students and staff for the art of photography led the university to the
decision to organise a photography
contest!
We thought it should have a theme
without it being too restrictive, as

we wanted to give space to the artists among us, so we went for
“Thessaloniki - a student Metropolis”.
We thank all the photographers
for their participation and we are
looking forward to repeating the

Football Cup

The result was 5 - 1 but it was a
real derby by any standards. In the
runner-up game, the IHU Staff Team
won 3rd place after beating the ICT
team 8 - 5. Both teams thoroughly
enjoyed the match.

You can visit the resulting exhibition
on campus at the International Hellenic University and also see the selected photos here!

Carnival

The first IHU Football Cup!
The winners of the first IHU Football
Cup were the “Energy Guns” after
an impressive performance against
the Banking and Finance team, who
played well but the Energy students
were indeed full of energy on the
day.

contest next year!

Carnival party!
The IHU Cup will hold a place of
honour in the School Office of the
School of Science and Technology
till next year’s tournament.
Check out the photos and videos
from the finals here.

On 3 March, IHU students organised a great carnival party in a bar in
Thessaloniki centre!
The pictures speak for themselves…
You can check the party photos
here!

Student Life

A view from Thessaloniki

Thessaloniki: a student metropolis
Thessaloniki was selected as the most appropriate city
to host the International Hellenic University, as it offers
a unique multicultural environment for an international
centre of academic research and teaching.
Named after the sister of Alexander the Great, the city
was founded as the major port of the Kingdom of Macedonia. With an uninterrupted history of 2,300 years,
it constitutes a historic melting pot of five different
cultures (Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine, Ottoman and
Jewish) which merged and flourished to a large extent
peacefully, thus moulding a truly cosmopolitan city
which also attracts a large number of tourists.
Thessaloniki today, with a population of more than one
million, is Greece’s second major cultural, economic, industrial, commercial and political centre, and a major
transportation hub for the rest of southeastern Europe;
its commercial port is of great importance for Greece
and its southeast European hinterland.

One of Thessaloniki’s major features is the large student community, from Greece and all over the world,
which is estimated to be circa 200,000. This vibrant
youth community, expressed through numerous cultural events, enhances the city’s modern and innovative
character, qualifying Thessaloniki as a student Metropolis. Its western culture and eastern influences, its natural
beauty, its gastronomic journey through the flavours of
the Mediterranean cuisine, and its lively nightlife, lend a
very special character and atmosphere to Thessaloniki,
making it the ideal place for every student.
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News
IHU Round-up
The next intake for the International Hellenic University’s Masters programmes is on 30 September. The induction day will be a unique introductory experience for
the new students, who are expected to come from many
more countries than any previous year.
The full-time postgraduate programmes are all 12
months in duration. The application and acceptance
procedure begins in December and continues until all
places are filled. The full-time Masters programmes
start each October, while the Executive MBA, which attracts experienced members of staff working in both
private industry and organisations of the public sector,
is a 24-month programme of study starting in January.

Fairs

The International Hellenic University on Tour!
We look forward to you visiting us but we also visit you!
We took part in 13 educational fairs in 11 countries!
Check out time and places here.

New Programmes pending approval
MSc in Sustainable Development
This programme will soon be available with two specialisation streams, Sustainable Strategies and Sustainable Tourism.
MA in Art, Law and Economy
This multidisciplinary programme addresses the legal
and interlinking financial and economic issues surrounding the protection of works of art and cultural heritage.
New Programmes under development
• MA in Cultural Environment and Archaeology of the
Greek World
• MA in Eastern Mediterranean Cultures
• LLM in Transnational and European Commercial Law
& Alternative Dispute Resolution
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News
Where are they now?
Alumni pages

Current employer and position:
Employer:

Emporiki Bank Albania S.A.
Credit Agricole Group

Position:

Deputy General Manager
Head of Enterprises Unit

		

		

Dritan Mustafai, Albania
EMBA 2010
What are your aspirations for the future?

Are you still in touch with anybody you met at the IHU?

Enhance experience and explore career opportunities in
the financial and banking industry.

From time to time I exchange emails and meet with Albanian colleagues who attended the programme along
with me. Meanwhile, other colleagues from the bank are
currently attending the IHU programme.

Do you have any comments regarding how the Executive MBA programme helped you?
I strongly believe that the programme represents an excellent opportunity given to the participants to develop
critical thinking and communication skills, while getting
acquainted with the best academic papers and business practices. All these represent fundamental assets
towards career development.
What was the best careers advice you have ever
been given?
A post-graduate study programme represents an excellent opportunity and a good investment in improving
knowledge. This leads to increased chances for a solid
career development.

Do you have any advice for new graduates?
Give a better chance to the future professional ambitions, by going through learning and exploiting new
ways of thinking. The IHU remains an academic institution of excellence and I am proud to have attended my
executive MBA programme there.
Any anecdotes or stories from your time at IHU?
I have in my memory the intense long studying hours
of the materials and text books, but also the great sense
of achievement when specific tasks assigned to students were accomplished. Participation in the week-end
courses turned out to be great moments of exchange of
cultures, professional ideas and life experiences among
the students.

Our profile
University Presentation

The International Hellenic University (IHU) is the only
English-speaking public university in Greece. With backing from the Greek State and from academics and businesses around the region, our target is to become one
of Europe’s foremost research institutions. To achieve
our aims, the University is building a strong faculty comprised of academics dedicated to research and teaching
excellence. They work closely with a visiting faculty of
internationally distinguished academics.

Programmes presentation:
The International Hellenic University already offers six
top quality postgraduate degrees in three schools and
is developing new programmes of study for the near
future. All programmes aim to give students a competitive advantage in their field of interest, building not just
the knowledge but the tools and skills needed for a successful career.

The university’s programmes have been developed by
teams of experts with experience in developing courses
of studies both in Greek universities and in top international universities and postgraduate programmes.

The School of Economics and Business Administration:
• Executive MBA
• MSc in Management
• MSc in Banking & Finance

Our strategic mission is threefold:

The School of Humanities:
• MA in Black Sea Cultural Studies

•

Provide research and education that meet the needs
of the international community

•

Enhance understanding of the economic, sociopolitical and technological issues facing the societies we serve, through teaching and research of the
highest academic standard

•

Create an international and diverse student and faculty community to foster greater understanding between cultures and nations

The University continues to build on its state-of-the-art
technical infrastructure and academic support, including a wide range of financial, business and technical
databases together with resources for the humanities,
a modern library and resource centre and complete IT
and AV teaching facilities.

The School of Science & Technology:
• MSc in Energy Systems
Specialization Streams:
• Energy Systems
• Management, Renewable Energy
• Sustainable Built Environment
• Energy and Transport
• MSc in Information and Communication Technology
(ICT) Systems
Specialization Streams:
• Information Systems Management
• Communication Systems Management
• Health Information Systems
• Information Systems for Sustainable Growth
(Green ICT)

For the October 2011 intake
APPLY NOW!
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Join our community
IHU in social media!
Are you a social networking fan?
Do you want to be up to date with
the IHU’s latest news?
Join our fanpages, post your comments, check our videos and be part
of our online international student
community!

School of Economics & Business Administration
School of Humanities
School of Science & Technology

School of Science & Technology

International Hellenic University

International Hellenic University | 14th km Thessaloniki - Nea Moudania |
57001 Thermi, Thessaloniki | Greece | T +30 2310 807 532 | F +30 2310 474 590 | www.ihu.edu.gr

