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Dr. Clairy Palyvou is Professor at the School of Architecture of the Aristotle University 
of Thessaloniki since 2002. She teaches History of Architecture, Restoration and Site 
Management both at the undergraduate and the graduate level (Director of the 
Postgraduate Interdepartmental Program on Preservation, Conservation and Restoration 
of Cultural Monuments of the Polytechnic School for the period 2007-09). Member of the 
Academic Committee of the Initiative for Heritage Conservancy, based in Athens, and 
the corresponding MA Program in Heritage Management (www.inherity.org). 

From 1992 to 2002 she worked as free-lance architect in the field of architectural 
heritage management and restoration. Her firm was assigned several related projects in 
major archaeological sites, such as Knossos, Mycenae, Thorikos (ancient theatre), 
Olympia, Kommos, Isthmia, as well as Pyrgos, Thera (rehabilitation project of the 
medieval town).  In 1997, in collaboration with three other architectural firms, she was 
awarded the 1st prize in the International Architectural Competition for the Pedestrian 
Walk bordering the Athenian Acropolis. The team was assigned the implementation 
study and supervised the work.   

As an expert in her field, she was summoned by the United Nations Development 
Programme to consult on site management and conservation issues for the monuments 
of the Gaza Strip, Palestine (1998), and participated in the “Integrated Rehabilitation 
Project Plan/Survey of the Architectural and Archaeological Heritage” for South East 
Europe, run by the Council of Europe and the European Commission (2004-5).  

From 1977 to1992 she worked for the Greek Ministry of Culture and served as the chief 
architect of the excavation of the prehistoric site of Akrotiri, Thera.  

Her academic work focuses mainly on the Aegean and Eastern Mediterranean 
prehistory (architecture and art). She worked as a Visiting Fellow at the Institute of 
Classical Studies in London (1984-1986) and the Department of Art and Archaeology, 
Princeton University (1990). For her research she has been awarded with the Michael 
Ventris Memorial Award (Architectural Association, London 1987), the Fulbright 
scholarship (Princeton 1990), and the Samuel H. Kress scholarship (the American 
Institute of Archaeology 1992). She has lectured widely in Greece, Europe and the 
United States, and participated in many international conferences as well as interviews 
and documentaries (History Channel, Discovery, BBC).  

She has published over 70 papers and 3 books: Akrotiri, Thera, The Art of Building, 
Athens 1999 (in Greek); Akrotiri, Thera: an architecture of affluence 3,500 years old, 
INSTAP Academic Press, 2005; and Bietak M., Marinatos N., Palyvou C., Taureador 
Scenes in Tell el-Dab’a (Avaris) and Knossos, Wien, 2007. The latter is the outcome of a 
longstanding collaboration with the Austrian Academy at Tell el Dab’a, Egypt (study of 
wall paintings). 

She is member, among other, of the American Institute of Archaeology (AIA), the 
Archaeological Society at Athens, founding Member and Secretary General of the 
Society for the Study of the Ancient Greek Technology. She has participated in the 
organization of many conferences and international exhibitions regarding the latter.    

Further information in the official website of the Aristotle University: 

http://www.arch.auth.gr/english/main-page/staff/faculty-members/palyvou-k.html).  
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